Course Update

Dear all,

| hope your all enjoying your golf. The lack of rain is a lovely bonus at this time of year and
allows you to keep playing regularly. I'm delighted with the weather on one hand and upset
with it on the other. Typical British attitude, | know!

With the ground being dry (ish) it allows us to crack on with a few projects without
churning the ground up too much. This week you will notice we have started a fairway
bunker project on the 13th hole. The old fairway bunkers were an eyesore, nasty to
manage, a complete weed fest and featured far more clay than sand! They were also old
fashioned in shape and aesthetics. This hole, certainly for the gentleman is stroke index 2
and yet rarely plays it, especially for the longer hitter or better golfer.

The bunker project therefore aims to make the hole and bunkers look nicer on the eye
whilst in the meantime making the hole slightly more difficult for the longer hitter, creating
a need to think about club choice from the tee especially from the yellow tees and from the
whites especially when the hole may play down wind or the ground be firm and bouncing.
The redesign hopes to not make the hole any more difficult for the majority of mid to high
handicappers that may already find it a challenge bearing in mind the elevation change to
the second shot and the small green.

The medal tee on this hole is also going to be realigned slightly and levelled. The old tee
aimed towards the silver birch to the right of the fairway. The new tee will point at the
centre of the fairway.

Despite the dry conditions favouring some aspects of the job, the constant low cloud, fogs,
and lack of wind are having a serious impact on the greens. Fusarium patch or
michrodocium nivale to give its posh name, is the most common turf grass disease. |
mentioned it in my last update. The lack of wind, lack of sunlight, mild temperatures and
the grass constantly being damp all day create the perfect breeding ground for the disease
to develop and then spread.

| have NEVER seen so much fusarium on this golf course, ever! The tees, fairways and
aprons are completely smothered in it. Completely! It was only a matter of time until the
greens succumbed to the pressure. The only thing that helps me sleep at night is knowing
that we, as a team, have tried our absolute best to minimise the effect of the disease and
we have done everything in our power to try and prevent it. But, on this occasion, the
disease pressure and Mother Nature have been too strong for us. Some areas of disease are
small, and some are big and nasty.

This time of year is meant to be cold and we should have had frosts by now. Turf grass
diseases, especially fusarium, are knocked into submission by frost but thrive on mild and



damp conditions. It appears the weather is broken, and this is something that we need to
start getting used to. Mild winters combined with a reduction in legal and effective
chemicals to mitigate the disease issues mean it’s a certainty that this will happen over and
over again in the years to come.

Will the affected areas recover? Yes, 100%. Fusarium kills the leaf of the grass but not the
roots. How long will the areas take to recover? Who knows?! Days, weeks or even months
in some cases. That depends again on the weather. It breaks my heart to see it, but we
don’t bury our head in the sand, we tackle it head on. Despite the disease, the greens
remain playable and the game of golf can still be enjoyed.

Here’s to next summer and decent surfaces once again!

Will Dobson
Head Greenkeeper



