Course Update

Current Projects
As those playing the course this week will have seen, we currently have a few projects on the go.

We have re-levelled and repaired the left hand tee on the 5th that has been used and abused over
the last few winters. We have a little touching up to do here but it is about ready for turfing, this
will be recycled from another area of the golf course. The tee will then be available for occasional
use from next spring.

We have also created a new winter matting area on the 5th, it requires a little more work to help it
blend into its surroundings and a small pathway leading down to it for safe and clean access, but
this won’t take too long and will be ready for winter play soon. This will allow us to rest and repair
the summer tees ready for play next spring whilst providing you with a high-quality synthetic
surface to play from during the off season.

As you continue your round, you will next notice ongoing works to the area behind and left of the
7th green. Here we are clearing the scrub (mainly consisting of hawthorn, blackthorn, brambles
and nettles). We are doing this to;
o Create additional space required for future re-modelling of the green complex to include a
wrap around apron and better contouring.
o Reveal the view of the farmers field heading up the hill.
e Improve airflow across the green.
e Reclaim neglected land.
e Provide the opportunity to plant a small selection of new trees that will hopefully grow into
specimens.
e Provide opportunity for a potential wildflower meadow.

Studies suggest wildflowers capture significantly more carbon than most trees, scrub and grasses.
If we can get them to germinate in this area next spring | think it will look brilliant.

Plenty more projects in the pipeline for this winter. Keep everything crossed for a dry few months
ahead so we can tick as many jobs off as possible.

Leaves, Worms and Disease

As ever at this time of year we start to lose the definition of the golf course and things naturally
start to look a little scruffy. A big factor in this untidiness are worms. The casts that they produce
are smudged into the grass by foot traffic, trolleys, mowers etc etc. So, even though the course is
still fairly dry it becomes a tad muddy. There are no longer any chemical controls available to the
greenkeeping industry to prevent this issue. This results in the worm casts having to be manually
removed, where possible, by canes and leaf blowers. Lots of elbow grease and approximately 40
man hours per week of labour. Worm casts are the only reason the fairways haven’t been mowed
now for a fortnight or so. Doing so would likely do more harm than good to the surfaces. We are
trying to still mow two runs around the fairway edges to cling on to a little bit of definition.




Leaves as ever are a pain in the bum. The change of colour looks beautiful but attempting to keep
the course tidy and prevent balls being lost under leaves is a no win situation. They often come
down as quickly as we can clear them. A demoralising task but a necessary one.

This time of year also brings very heavy early morning dews. Fusarium, the most common fungal
disease, absolutely thrives in such conditions. We are constantly at battle to try and prevent it over
running the greens. We do this by clearing the dew from the greens each morning, spraying bio-
stimulants that force the grass to produce natural defences to the disease and also by applying the
occasional fungicide. We will never totally eradicate the disease, but the above measures do work
to reduce it significantly.

Trolleys, ropes and hoops

There are now several areas on the golf course that have either been roped or hooped off. These
obstructions are set out not to annoy you but to protect the golf course from damage. In
particular, damage where we would least like it, around the greens.

If you use a trolley or a buggy, please DO NOT go under the ropes. Simply walk the extra distance
across ground less precious to get to your next destination.

You will hope and expect the golf course to be in good condition come early spring. | believe there
are 3 main factors that will contribute to this.

1. Weather. Let’s hope it’s kinder to us this winter as opposed to last.

2. Green staff’s work ethic and judgement.

3. You. Do you look after the course as you play it? Do you abide by the ropes? Do you carry if
you can? Do you repair pitch marks on the green?

It’s your choice. Treat it with respect and I’'m sure we will enjoy nice playing conditions again next
year. | see so many examples of people cutting under ropes and taking trolleys within an inch of
the greens on a daily basis. If you’re playing with someone who does this maybe you could have a
polite word.

I don’t want to sound like an old grumpy Greenkeeper, but nothing frustrates me more, | love
this place and | know you do too so please let’s all do our bit.

On a more cheerful note, thank you to everyone who played in last weekends “Greenkeeper’s
competition”. The weather was awful for the early starters so we’re really grateful for everyone

who supported the day.

| wish you all the best

Happy golfing

Will Dobson
Head Greenkeeper



