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Knockout Competitions 
                       

Qualification 
Entrants must have a minimum of 3 competition scores on their World Handicap System record in the 12 months 
preceding the date they play each of their matches.  Does not apply in the Adult & Junior Knockout.  In line with the culture 
of etiquette in our sport please :- 

• do not to enter if you do not meet the qualification requirement  
• award a walk over to your opponent if you do not meet the requirement. 

 
Rushcliffe Challenge Vase  
Mens individual 
Handicap difference allowance – 100% 
Maximum course handicap 28  
White Tees 
In tied matches after 18 holes, extra holes are played over series of 3 holes with strokes again applicable on the relevant 
holes. 
 
Tankards  
Mens pairs foursomes 
Handicap difference allowance – 50% of combined 
Maximum course handicap for each player of 28  
White Tees 
In tied matches after 18 holes, extra holes are played over series of 3 holes with strokes gain applicable on the relevant 
holes.   
 
Parent & Child  
Pairs better ball  
Handicap difference allowance - 90% of the difference taken for each player from the lowest handicap player.  Ladies & 
Girls add 1 courtesy shot to account for difference in total course par for Ladies compared with Men. The lowest handicap 
player receives no stroke allowance.  Use Men’s stroke indexes for both Ladies and Men. 
Maximum course handicaps – 28 for male adults & male juniors; 36 for Ladies and female Juniors 
Men & Male Juniors from the White Tees. Ladies & Girls from the Red Tees  
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In tied matches after 18 holes, extra holes are played over series of 3 holes with strokes again applicable on the relevant 
holes. 
 
Adult & Junior  
Pairs better ball  
Handicap difference allowance - 90% of the difference taken for each player from the lowest handicap player.  Ladies & 
Girls add 1, for difference in total course par for Ladies compared with Men. The lowest handicap player receives no 
stroke allowance.  Use Men’s stroke indexes for both Ladies and Men. 
Maximum course handicaps: 28 for male Adult. 36 for female Adult and male & female Juniors. 
White Tees for male adults.  Yellow Tees for male Juniors.  Red Tees for Ladies & female Juniors  
In tied matches after 18 holes, extra holes are played over series of 3 holes with strokes again applicable on relevant 
holes. 
 
Seniors Knockout Trophy  
Mens individual 
Handicap difference allowance – 100% 
Maximum course handicap 28   
Yellow Tees 
In tied matches after 18 holes, extra holes are played over series of 3 holes with strokes again applicable on relevant 
holes. 
 
Super Seniors Knockout Trophy  
Mens individual 
Handicap difference allowance – 100% 
Maximum course handicap 28   
Yellow Tees 
In tied matches after 18 holes, extra holes are played over series of 3 holes with strokes again applicable on relevant 
holes. 
 
Darby and Joan  
Mixed foursomes for married couples. 
Handicap difference allowance – 50% of combined.  
Use Men’s stroke indexes. 
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Men play from the White Tees and Ladies from the Red Tees   
Maximum course handicaps – Gents 28; Ladies 36   
In tied matches after 18 holes, extra holes are played over series of 3 holes with strokes again applicable on relevant 
holes. 
 
Mixed Knockout 
Mixed pairs better ball  
Handicap difference allowance - 90% of the difference for each player from the lowest handicap player.  Ladies add 1, for 
difference in total course par for Ladies compared with Men. The lowest handicap player receives no stroke allowance.  
Use Men’s stroke indexes for both Ladies and Men. 
Men play from the White Tees and Ladies from the Red Tees  
Maximum course handicaps – Gents 28; Ladies 36 
In tied matches after 18 holes, extra holes are played over series of 3 holes with strokes again applicable on relevant 
holes. 
 
Belper Cup  
Mens individual 
Handicap difference allowance – 90% 
Maximum course handicap of 28  
White Tees 
In tied matches after 18 holes, extra holes are played over series of 3 holes with strokes again applicable on relevant 
holes.  
 
President's Cup  
Mens Individual 
Handicap difference allowance – Nil 
White Tees 
In tied games after 18 holes, extra holes are played in single hole ‘sudden death’ format. 
 
Replacements in Pairs 

In the event of either player being unable to play in their first match in a pairs knockout competition, a replacement may 
be found. The replacement must be someone who has not already played (or conceded a match) in the competition. 
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Replacements are not allowed once a pair has played a match (or had a match conceded).  The replacement in pairs 
policy does not apply in the Derby & Joan 

Arranging Matches 

Each player (or all four players in pairs) is responsible for contacting opponent(s) to arrange matches.  This should be 
done immediately the draw for the first round takes place or immediately opponents are known for subsequent rounds.  A 
full range of dates, days of the week & times of day should be discussed to make a mutually acceptable arrangement.  A 
reserve date should also be agreed to be used in the event of a late change to match arrangements being needed.  If 
discussions in a spirit of mutual agreement fail to find a date, the first drawn player must offer 3 separate dates, to 
include a weekend day. Please give as much time to your opponent(s) to agree a date as possible.  It is not acceptable, 
for example, to leave discussions until only a week before the deadline and then offer to play at 10am on Thursday, Friday 
& the closing date Monday. 

The Club V1 App will guide opponents to when other events, society bookings or course maintenance prevent matches 
being played.  On request members of the Professional’s Shop team can reserve tee times for matches in advance of the 
usual 7 day booking window. 

Course status of Matches 

Matches have priority over casual games on the course. Casual players must invite matches to play through. 

Two matches have equal standing on the course .  The quicker group should be invited to play through.  

Matches have equal standing with Competitions on the course.  E.g., On Thursdays Club Day.  While match players may 
request to play through, players in the competition are asked to be courteous with the request they do not have to agree 
to it. 

Round Deadlines 

Matches must be played by the deadline shown in the Club V1 App.  Where a match result is not shown in the App at 9am 
on the morning after the deadline, a coin toss will be held by members of the Competitions & Handicaps Sub-Committee 
or those delegated to hold the toss e.g. The Club Manager & The Club Professional. 
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John Shelton-Smith, Mens Vice Captain on behalf of The Competitions & Handicaps Sub-Committee 

For any questions or queries please email competitions@rushcliffegolfclub.co.uk 


